I Anti — child labor gets boost

The Department of Labor and Employment — Re gional Office No. 1 (DOLE-
ROI) conducted a press conference recently for the Eliminating Child Labor in the
Tobacco Industry (ECLTI) Project at the penthouse of the IX ME huilding. Lead- ||
ing the media forum were Attv. Guerrero N. Cirilo and Atty. Napeleon 17 Fernando,
Regional and Assistant Regional Directors jor DOLE respectivelv. The occasion
also served as a welcome dinner for its guest of honor, Marc Hofstetter, Director of
the Swiss funding agency Elmunaring ( ‘hild Labor in Tobacco Growing (ECLTI)
Foundation, a conglomeration of Trade Unions, tobucco Jfarmers, multinational

tohacco companies, and the [1.0 IrPre.

In his opening remarks. Dir. Cirilo said that the issue of child labor is one of
DOLEs  primary concerns. In his message. Dir. Hofsetter mentioned that the
ECLTI project in Region I is the only anti-child labor project funded by his foun-
dation in Asia. the other pilot projects being Tanzania, Malawi, Uganda and
South Africa, all in Africa. Hofsetter also expressed delight with “working with the
government for the first time™. He also agriculture, and ihat very little studv has
heen done about the hazards of working in tobacco — growing.

This special two year aims (o alleviate conditions of child fabor in the tobacco
growing industry and provide assisiance 1o marginized wbacco farming families
in the four provinces of northern Luzon. It is consisient with the principles of the
National Program Against <huld labor (NPACL) and aims (o raise the awareness
and capacity of local comuivnties in preventing child labor through trainings,
orgunization and strengthening of Barangay Councils for the Protection of Chil-
dren (BCPC), the provision of ulicrnative Iivelihood |, and educational assistance.

The project brings together the national Tobacco Administration (NTA), the
Department of Social Welfare und Development of Social Welfare and Develop-
ment (DSWD), Department of Fducaiion (Depld); the Technical Lducation and
Skills Development Authoriy: 1 ESDA), Department of Health (DOH). Depart-
ment of the Interior and Local Govermment (DILG), LGUS, Union Leaf; Conledf
Phils., Philipp Morris Phils., Trans Manila, Northern Tobucco Redrying Corpora-
tion (NTRCI) and its Labor Union, and DOLE-ROI as the lead agency.

The project began in the 2003 with the conduct of « research by the Do: Mariano
Marcos Memorial State University (DMMMSU). It uses data-base system to profile
child laborers'in Region I's tobacco undustry and « resource sharing scheme for
better service delivery. Its programs include orientations on the NPACL, respon-
sible parenthood, domestic violence, gender and development, counseling sessions |
for parents and children, increased access of direct health services for child workers
and their families, incorporation of child s rights and welfare in learning activities,
increased access to educational opportunities, and capacity building for communi-
fes.

The ECLTI Project will provide funding and technical assistance to qualified
farmers groups and thier children following certain provisions in the criteria for J
selection. Presently, of the 62,417 tobacco farmers in the Philippines, 41,126 are
U chread all over Paneasinan. La Union. locos Sur and llocos Norte.
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