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bAN 1 I_[(.'\'AN UU
CITY. La Union- A Geneva,
Switzerland-based founda-
tion in coordination with the
Department of Labor and
Employment (DOLE) Re-
gional Office | has launched
a praject designed to elinii-
nate child labor m the to-
bacco-growing provuices in
the Hocos,

A two-year com-
prehensive project called
Eliminating Child Labor in
the Tobacco Indusiry
(ECLTT) atms to eliminate or
lessen the risks' of child la-
bor in the tabacco industry
through the estabhishment
of reliable baseline date.
convergence of programs
from various social partners
and promoation of advocacy
and capability building.

The Eliminating

Child Labor in Tobacco-

growing Foundanon (ECLT
Foundation) in Geneva has
danate in the form ofa grant
P5.040.000.00 for the two:
year project. Themoney wall
be spent, among others, for
trainings, organization/
strengthening of Barangay
Conncils for the Profection
of Children (BCPCs) includ-
ing alternative livelihood

and educahonal assistance.

A sub-committee
for the Elimination of Child
Labor in the Tobacco Indus-
try (SECLTI), nvolved in
themplementation and mom-
taring the child labor project,
was.crealed. DOLE serves as
the commitee chair and the
members are: National To-
bacca Industry (NTA), De-
partment of Social Welfare

HE dl€d, LDCiig

" PS-Million to fund drive vs.
l:llilll ilabor in Tobacco indusiry

and Development (DSWD),
Department of Education,
Technical Education and
Skills Development Author-
ity (TESDA), Department of
Interior and Local Govern-
ment (DILG), Department of
Health (DOH), Local Gov-
ernment Units, Union Leaf,
Trans-Manila, Conleaf,
Phils., Philip Morris and Na-
lional Tobacco Redrying
Company Incorporated.
Don  Mariano
Marcos State University

North La Umon Camipus |

(DMMMSU-NLUC) n co-
operation with Philippine
Association of State Liniver-
wities and Colleges con-
du. - ! and presented the
Reseatsh Survey on (he In-
cidence af Child Labor in the
Tobacco Industry to the
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SECLTI core members.
DOLE Regional Di-
rector Atty. Guerrero N. Cirilo
said in an interview that the
intended project beneficia-
ries for the livelihood and
educational assistance are
already tdentified. He added
that FCLT1 project started in
Tuly last year and is now on
its second phase of imple-
menfation and mONIorme,
- Orientation regard-
ing the Nationai Program
against Child Labor, Child
Labor Laws, Values and Re-
sponsible Parenthood. Do-
mestic Violence, Gender De-
velopment, and Organiza-
tion/ Strengthemng of
RBCPCs are key activiues o
consider §tarting. August
2004 until July the ollowing
year. by Loida Tibayan




